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Early one morning, the North Wind begins to blow and Old Man Winter arrives. He brings the first 
snow of the season. The snow is as light and fluffy as cotton candy. It covers the ground and trees. He 
looks at his work and smiles. It marks the first day of Christmas Month. 


a $ 
Aa 
= Anan 


When everyone at the North Pole wakes in the morning, the snow is sparkling in the sun. All is quiet 
and calm. They know it is time to get ready for the Christmas parade. The parade re-enacts the elves' 
journey to the North Pole. 


People have parades to start their Christmas season too. Usually, Santa and his sleigh are ‘at the ane 
and people wait to see him. Did you know the first Santa Claus Parade was in 1887 in Peoria, Illinois? 
There is also the famous Macy's parade on Thanksgiving day in New York City. It began in 1924. 
Toronto, Canada has a very large parade that started in 1905 and Mexico City has a parade during their 


month of Christmas, December 16 — January 6. 


The forest animals come to the parade. Friends from the Enchanted Forest come too. They all love 
Christmas Month. Even the Christmas Goblins come. They put on hats to try and disguise themselves 
as elves so the animals do not chase them away. Do you see them? 


The elves who are not in the parade are in the stands. They love when Christmas Month begins. They 
work hard all year getting ready. They work even harder during Christmas Month. But... they still love 
Christmas Month. It is so much fun. 
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The parade begins and who is first? Old Man Winter and the North Wind. Everyone cheers because he 
has made such beautiful snow for the parade and the beginning of Christmas Month. Old man Winter 
carries his magic staff. That is what he uses to make all the winter weather. | love winter. Don't you? 


The toy soldier marching band and the toy soldiers come next. Everyone loves the music the band 
plays. They are playing Jingle Bells, of course. 


After the toy soldiers, comes the Nut Cracker. The Sugar Plum Fairies — above his sleigh. The fairies 
magic makes it glide over the fresh snow just like on the first trip to the North Pole. 


Here come the elves. As they pass the stands, Jack Frost pops in. He wants to be in the parade but 
Santa told him “NO!” because he is always causing mischief. The elves do not notice him and everyone 
watching the parade cheers and laughs. The elves think it is for them. 
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Finally, it is time for Santa. He is riding in his sleigh and the reindeer are pulling him. They sail above the 
newly fallen snow. 


The crowd begins to cheer louder and louder. They love Santa and the reindeer. The band plays Here 
comes Santa Claus and where do you think the parade is? On Santa Claus Lane, of course. 
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The parade marches on to the Big Christmas Tree. Everyone follows. The tree is fifty feet tall. No one 
knows how old it is. Maybe a million years old. It is time to light the tree. The band plays Oh, Christmas 
tree: 
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The Sugar Plum Fairies wave their wands and the tree begins to sparkle and glisten. They call down 
moonbeams. These are the lights for the tree. Each fairy's dust makes the moonbeams match their 


color. There are green, blue, yellow, orange and pink lights just like the color of the fairies clothes and 
hair. The man in the moon smiles. 
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The fairies then point their wands to the sky. Slowly, the Christmas star descends and settles on the 
top of the tree. Everyone cheers. Christmas Month has officially begun! 
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Now, it is time for the grand banquet. And what a banquet it is! There are bowls and bowls of mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, gravy, cranberry sauce, fruit salad, and so many many vegetables. The elves 
don't eat meat because the animals are their friends. Mrs. Claus and her helpers prepared such a fine 
feast for all. 
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For dessert, there is pumpkin pie, mince pie, pecan pie, plum pudding, figgy pudding, gingerbread, 
cupcakes, fudge, fruitcake (Jack Frost's favorite) and, of course, cheesecake for me and the Christmas 
Mice. 
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Sometimes Jack Frost hides some desserts for later and then there is not enough. Christmas Goblins 
also sneak in dressed as elves and Santa and try and steal cupcakes. 


What a wonderful day this has been. Christmas Month has begun! 
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Act 


Click on “Activities” to help find the desserts Jack Frost has hidden and protect the cupcakes from the 


goblins. 
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On Day Two, all the elves and animals make Christmas crafts. The crafts they make are decorations for 
the tree and house. They also bring out their snow globes and write Christmas Month cards. 
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The Bears make strings of cranberries. They collected the berries in the fall. They will use the garlands 
of cranberries to decorate their fireplace and then they will eat them, of course. But you shouldn't. 


The Elf Knitters are busy finishing their Christmas sweaters. Some people say the sweaters are ugly. | 
think they are beautiful. What do you think? We have had them for centuries but they did not become 
popular with people until the 1980's. 
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The elves also love to make origami. They fold paper to make trees, stars, reindeer, stockings, and 
even Santa. Origami is a centuries old tradition, first recorded in the 10" century in China. 


The elves also make bead garlands, pine garlands, and wreaths. Bead Garlands were first made in 


Germany over 100 years ago. Pine wreaths and garlands have been used by Egyptian, Chinese, and 
Hebrew people for centuries. 
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Christmas stockings made of felt and decorated with glitter are a favorite craft. Christmas stockings 
were first made in the 4" century. They were placed by the fireplace to catch a bag of gold Saint 
Nicholas would drop down the chimney of poor people. 
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9 Merry Christmas 


You can make 
these with finger paint 
or an inkpad and pen 


Today, the elves also write and send their Christmas Month cards. Did you know the first Christmas 
cards were made in England in 1843. Now many people send eCards. The elves make their cards. The 
cards must be in the mail by tomorrow morning or they will not arrive before Christmas day. Any cards 


not delivered before Christmas day disappear. Also, they must be opened by then or they expire and 
decompose. 


The big event of the day is the unveiling of the giant snow globe. Everyone comes to see it, even the 
man in the moon. A group of elves works in secret all year to make a new scene inside the giant globe. 
Old Man Winter is there to make the snow in the globe. The North Wind blows and the snow swirls. It 
looks like a blizzard. The band plays We wish you a Merry Christmas. Everyone cheers! 
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Did you know that in 1900 Erwin Perzy made the first snow globe in Austria? Since then snow globes 
have been made and are a part of Christmas everyone loves. The snow globe at the North Pole has 
been around for about eight thousand years. 
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Everyone at the North Pole love crafts day. | hope you can make some Christmas crafts too. 
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Click on “Activities” to make a snow globe and to see some Christmas crafts for kids. 
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On Day Three of Christmas Month, Santa, a few elves, and the Sugar Plum Fairies collect Christmas 
stars, stardust, moonbeams, and moondust . Each is used for a different decoration. 
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Christmas stars have been used as tree toppers since the Victorian era in England. The Victorian era is 
the time during the reign of Queen Victoria, 1837-1901. 
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The poinsettia flower is also called the Christmas Star because its leaves are in the shape of a star. 
Poinsettias are particularly poisonous to cats so Mrs. Claus allows none in her house. She does not 
want Iris getting sick. 
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Santa and one elf ride in Santa's sleigh up to where the Christmas stars grow. Since there are no toys 
in Santa's sleigh it is very light so only one reindeer is needed to pull it. 


When they arrive, the elf stands on the front of the sleigh and casts his line to hook Christmas stars. 
He must be very accurate so the hook touches the star. He can then reel it in and put it in Santa's 
sleigh. Santa stands on the back of the sleigh. For just one day, the fairies gave him the power to make 
ramps to walk on so he can collect stars. The reindeer sits in the sleigh and watches. 
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A Christmas Goblin follows them and often snatches stars before Santa and the elf can catch them. 


Lox. 

Another elf flies her plane to th 

glides through the belt and vacuums it up. The fairies will add color to the stardust and it is then used 
as the sparkles on Christmas cookies. Stardust is very sweet. 
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She has to be careful of shooting stars as they can hit her plane and damage it. If they hit her they 
hurt, also. 


The Sugar Plum Fairies fly to the moon. They each collect moonbeams and carry them home in a jar. 
Moonbeams are white but when put in a fairy's jar they become the color of the fairy. The moon 
watches and smiles. He is glad his beams are part of Christmas. 


The fairies must be careful of moonbees and shooting stars. Both hurt. The moonbees sting with their 
stingers and the shooting stars sting with their sharp points. The fairies can dodge them most of the 
time but occasionally get stung. OUCH! 
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Another elf flies his plane near t weet and it can't be eaten but 
it sparkles like stardust. The fairies give it color just like they do with the stardust. Moondust is used as 
glitter to decorate things like Christmas stockings, ornaments, and cards. The elf needs to watch out 
for ice comets. They can damage the plane and really sting if they hit him. Some elves believe there are 
evil snowmen on the moon that throw the comets and also raise the mean moonbees. 
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After along day of collecting stars, stardust, moondust, and moonbeams, everyone heads home. They 
have enough for the Christmas season. 
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But... the fairies work is not done for the day. First, they put all the moonbeams in a large jar. It looks 
like a jar full of colorful glistening marbles. 
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Then, at night, the fairies bring Christmas stars and moonbeams to all the animals in the forest. The 
animals parade underneath to catch stars and moonbeams when the fairies drop them. They will use 
the star and moonbeams on Day Five, Decorating Day. 
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Jack Frost thinks it is funny to annoy the fairies while they are dropping the decorations to the animals. 
He throws snowflakes at the stars and moonbeams to knock them off target. Then he laughs. 


The Christmas Goblins are worse. Just as they did earlier in the day, the goblins steal the decorations 
right out of the air. Nobody knows what they do with them. What do you think they do with them? 
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Click on activities to help Santa, the elves, and the fairies gather and deliver the stars and moonbeams. 
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a. 
Enchanted Forest 


Day Four is the day Santa and the elves go to the Enchanted Forest to get their Christmas trees. They 
go to the Gingerbread Man Tree Farm. He only grows fir trees as they are not toxic to animals. 
Whenever he cuts down a tree for Christmas he plants a new one. He tosses a magic seed on the 
ground and the tree grows instantly. Everyone uses a portal that the Pink Fairy created. It takes them 
to a portal just outside the Enchanted Forest. To walk there would be too long a trip. 
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Did you know that during the Christmas season about 25 million Christmas trees are sold in the United 
States each year? The Scandinavian people decorated evergreen trees for Winter Solstice. The first 
Christmas trees were decorated in Germany in the 1500s. People have been decorating them ever 


since. 


Let me tell you a story about what happened once when Santa went to get his tree. It happened 250 
years ago to the day. 
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It hadn't snowed in the Enchanted Forest yet. Old Man Winter was running late. Santa's cat, Iris, 
accompanied him. She wanted to visit the Three Little Kittens. The fairies told a story about how they 
always lost their mittens. Iris felt bad for them and wanted to try and help. But, first, she decided to 
take a nap, as cats will do, while Santa was busy looking at trees. Who do you think appeared? 
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The Dark Fairy came! She thought it would be funny to pull a trick on Iris. Again! 
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She changed into a blue squirrel. Iris awoke and the squirrel asked, ‘What are you doing in the 
Enchanted Forest, young Miss.” Iris replied, “I came to see the Three Little Kittens. | want to help 
them find their mittens but | don't know where they live. The squirrel said “Yes, they are always losing 


their mittens.” The squirrel also said she knew the way to the their house and told Iris to follow her. 
Iris did. 
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Santa came back and did not see Iris. He called and called but she did not come. He had to find her. 
Where could she be? 


After leading Iris deep into the Enchanted Forest, the blue squirrel stopped. She looked at Iris and 
POOF! changed back into the Dark Fairy. 


The fairy laughed and disappeared. She knows Santa will look for Iris and now she will pull a trick on 
him. 


Iris decided to go look for the kitten's house on her own. After a long walk, she came to the house of 
The Three Bears. She asked Mother bear, “Do you know where the Three Little Kittens live?”” Mother 
Bear said, “Yes, dear, just follow this road and you will see a sign at the fork in a road. When you come 
to the fork in the road, take it. | heard the kittens have lost their mittens again and have begun to cry. 
It seems this happens every day.” Iris said, ‘“‘Oh, | hope they find them. Maybe | can help them look.” 
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Iris left and found the sign and the fork in the road. She took it. 
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Soon, she came to a brick house with three pigs inside. She knocked on the door. The Three Little Pigs 
looked out the window and yelled, “Wolf, Wolf, Big Bad Wolf!” Pigs, as you may know, have very poor 
eyesight and mistook the little white cat for a wolf. They did not answer the door. 


63 


She continued down the road and met a cat with a fiddle, a cow, a dog, anda dish and spoon. She 
asked “Where are you all going?” The cat said, “I'm going to Bremen Town. I'm a musician” The cow 
said, “I'm about to jump over the moon. It is good exercise.” The spoon said “We are on the way to 
the carnival to help get it ready.” The little dog just laughed. 
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The cat began to play the Virginia Reel. The dish and the spoon danced to the tune. Iris said, “Your 
fiddle playing is superb. Do you know where the Three Little Kittens live?” The cat replied, “Keep going 
on this road and you will find the house. When | passed by, they had not found their mittens and their 
mother was not happy. It seems this happens every day.” 
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is hurried down the road. She sang a little song “It's bad for a kitten, to lose a mitten.” and, ina bit, 
she found the house. The kittens were outside looking for their mittens so they could have some pie, 


blackbird pie! And in the pie are four and twenty blackbirds. 
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Meanwhile, Santa was very upset and worried. He knew he had to search the Enchanted Forest for Iris. 
First, he spoke to the Gingerbread Man. The Gingerbread Man said the Dark Fairy changed into a blue 
squirrel and tricked Iris into following her. He said they went east. 


Santa hurried off to find Iris. He hoped she was not in danger. First, he met Red Riding Hood. He asked 
her if she had seen a white cat. She said she saw such a cat on the road but didn't know which way it 
went, maybe south. Santa thanked her and hurried off, southbound. 


He came upon a blue fox. He had never seen a blue fox before, have you? He hoped the fox could help 
him. He asked her if she had seen a little white cat. The fox yawned, as she had just woken up, and 
said, “Oh yes, the little white cat. She went north to Bremen Town. She was following a blue squirrel. 


| was too tired to chase them.” 
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Santa turned around and headed north. After he took a few steps, the fox turned into the Dark Fairy, 
laughed and disappeared. She had tricked Santa. 


Santa hurried. He was frantic. Where was Iris? Was she okay? He talked to the Three Little Pigs. They 
had not seen her. They told him they had just chased away a white wolf and asked if he had seen any 
other wolves. 
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He walked and worried. Where could Iris be? He passed the carnival. A boy named Simon wanted 
some pie but he had not a penny. Everyone was working to prepare the carnival for Christmas. Santa 
hurried on. 
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Next, he came to the troll bridge. As he crossed it, the troll jumped up and bellowed, ‘Who is crossing 
my bridge?” Santa, quite surprised, replied, “It is |, Santa Claus.” The troll laughed, “You don't look 
like Santa. Where are your long ears and fluffy white tail! And where is your basket with eggs?” Santa 
was dumbfounded and stuck. What could he do? 


Yiu 


a i “ 
Jack Frost was in the Enchanted Forest that day changing the color of the leaves. The green becomes 
beautiful fiery shades of red and yellow and orange. He was almost to the troll bridge. 
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Jack arrives and sees Santa is in trouble. The troll would not let him pass. Jack tells Santa, “I can take 
care of this troll.”” What do you think he will do? 
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Jack used his frost to freeze the troll. 


He said, “Don't worry Santa, he will thaw soon. You can cross the bridge now.” Santa thanked Jack 
and said, “This Christmas, only coal for the troll.” Jack laughed and went back to changing the color of 
the leaves. 


Santa crossed the bridge and met the Billy Goats Gruff. They said they had not seen Iris. Santa is 
becoming more worried by the minute. 
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Next, he met Peter Pan and Tinkerbell who said Iris went east. They heard her singing something 
about kittens and mittens. Santa hurried off to the east. Tinkerbell had wanted to ask Santa about her 


sisters, the Sugar Plum Fairies, but she understood he was worried and in a hurry. 


Soon he arrived at the house of the Seven Dwarfs. In the distance, he could hear seven voices singing, 
“Hi Ho, Hi Ho...”” Snow White was in the yard singing to the birds. She loves to sing. She said, “Excuse 
me, | don't think we've met. | am Snow White. Who are you?” “Santa, Santa Claus“, replied Santa. 
“Hello Santa Santa Claus . Didn't you and some elves move to the North Pole before time began. How 
is it up there? The birds tell me it is so cold. | don't like the cold.” said Snow White. Obviously, she liked 
to talk. 
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“Have you seen a little white cat?”, asked Santa impatiently. Snow White said she might have. She saw 
a cat and she thinks it was white but she was busy talking to an old woman with apples. She asked if 
Santa would like the apple the woman gave her. She hadn't eaten it yet. He said, “No, Thank you. Did 
you see which way the cat went?” Snow White said she thinks the cat went north but it may have gone 
south. What a mess! Will Santa ever find her? 
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Santa called and called her. She did not come. He does not know that by now Iris is safe at the Three 
Little Kittens' house. 
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Iris and the kittens stared at each other. Iris said, “Hello.” The orange kitten said, “You look familiar.” 
The yellow kitten agreed, “Yes, you do look familiar. Did you pass by earlier playing a fiddle?” Iris said, 
“No, you have mistaken me for the cat that is going to Bremen Town.” The gray kitten said, “Well, we 
have lost our mittens. Can you help us find them?” Iris replied, “I'd be happy to.” She vaguely 
remembered having mittens a long time ago. 
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They searched high and low and low and high. 
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Mother was very happy that they found their mittens and then noticed Iris. She cried, “My baby! 
Where have you been?! We searched and searched for you when you disappeared!” 


Now Iris remembered. She told the story about the butterfly. The orange kitten said, “I remember 
that day. | was so sad.”’ Mother said, “That Dark Fairy is wicked.” 
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Iris also told them how she came to live with Santa. They purred a loud happy purr. What a wonderful 
day this is! 


Mother gave them all blackbird pie for finding the mittens. They love blackbird pie. She said, ‘Tell me 
dear, are you happy living with Santa?” Iris said, ‘““Oh, yes, Mother. He is kind and generous.” Mother 
replied, ‘Il miss you so but |am very happy for you. What does Santa call you? “Iris.” replied the 
young cat. “Oh, what a lovely name that is. Your eyes are the color of an iris. That is the perfect name 


for you.” 
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The gray kitten said, ‘Mother, can we go live with Santa too?” Mother replied, “Not now, someday 
you will leave home and find your own place to live but not yet.” 


After finishing the pie and playing kitten games fora bit, Iris said she needed to get back to Santa. He 
would be worried. Mother agreed and said she understood. She said, “It is cold at the North Pole. Here 
are your mittens. Take them with you and don't lose them.” 
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They all hugged and Iris headed back to the Gingerbread Man's house. She promised to come visit 
every year when Santa came to the Enchanted Forest to get a Christmas tree. And she still keeps that 
promise to this day. 
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Santa was talking to the cat with the fiddle when Iris found him. He yelled, “Iris!!!” and she ran and 
jumped into his arms. He was so happy. Iris promised she would never follow a blue squirrel again. 
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The cat began to play a merry jig and Santa danced with joy. Iris said, “You are a very fine fiddler, 
indeed.” 
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They went back to the Gingerbread Man Tree Farm. When they arrived there was only one tree left. 
The elves had gotten all the others. It was a small scrawny tree but that didn't matter. It was a 
Christmas tree. And... Santa was so happy he found Iris. Since that day, Santa always gets the smallest 
scrawniest tree at the Gingerbread Man Tree Farm. 
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When they got home, the Blue Fairy was visiting Santa's wife. Mrs. Claus said, “Oh, what a lovely tree. 
We can decorate it tomorrow.” She also asked Iris where she got the colorful mittens. Iris told her 
about the Dark Fairy and seeing her family. Mrs. Claus said, “How lovely, Dear. Maybe your family can 
visit us someday.” The Blue Fairy said, ‘“‘Oh, that Dark Fairy is terrible. | wish she were not my sister. | 
am glad you are safe. Your mittens are very pretty.” 
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| hope you liked the story. It really did happen. Be careful when someone you don't know, maybe, a 
blue squirrel, wants you to follow them. 
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Acttvittes 


Click on “Activities” to see the history of the Christmas tree and to visit the enchanted forest and help 
Santa find Iris. 
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Day Five is Decorating Day. Now that everyone has their tree, they are ready to decorate inside and 
out. As | mentioned on Day Three, the animals use the stars and moonbeams the fairies gave them to 
decorate the forest. And...they also decorate their homes. 
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Let's see how the Bear family decorates. They start on the inside. First, the windows are stenciled with 
beautiful snowflakes. 


Next, they hang the cranberry garland they made over the fireplace. The fireplace is really a sunbeam 
collector just like the elves have. Then they hang stockings on the mantle and a snow globe is placed 
on the mantle, too. 


Mother Bear has a Christmas cactus for the living room. A Christmas cactus often blooms during the 
Christmas season so it can add a colorful, festive touch to the house. But there are no Christmas 
roses, Christmas peppers, poinsettias, holly, or mistletoe. Those are all poisonous to animals, 
especially cats. If you have a cat or a dog , do not choose these plants as Christmas decorations. No elf 
with a cat or dog at the North Pole does. 


In ancient times, the Christmas rose was often planted close to the entrance of a home to prevent evil 
spirits from entering the house. Druids believed holly brought good luck and would protect a house, 
especially from lightning. Mistletoe symbolized peace, love, and understanding to the ancient 
Romans, who hung it over doorways. The act of kissing under the mistletoe as a Christmas tradition 
started in England in the 1700s. The saying goes, “If two kiss under mistletoe, they shall be wed”. 
Poinsettias are also beautiful, popular Christmas flowers. But remember, they are poisonous to 
animals as are lilies. 


104 


| N y | 
Also poisonous to animals are the lovely Christmas peppers. Did you know the Christmas pepper plant 
is a chili pepper. The peppers are shaped a bit like Christmas lights and come in many colors, just like 


Christmas lights. They are very hot. The elves without pets use them for decoration. All elves use them 
for Christmas soup and keep them hidden if they have a cat or dog. 
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Mother Bear also puts out the Christmas centerpiece on the white Christmas runner on the dinner 
table. People began adding Christmas centerpieces to their tables back in the 17" century. The Bear's 
centerpiece is made of fir branches and has Christmas bells, ribbon, ornaments, and a candle. Ivy is 
used in Christmas centerpieces also but like the flowers | told you about earlier it is poisonous to 
animals. 
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Now it is time to decorate outside the house. First, Father Bear and Brother Bear hang the wreath 
over the door. It is made of fir branches and is very simple. Mother Bear does not like gaudy 
decorations. Did you know in the 1600s, eastern European people would make Christmas wreaths out 
of the branches they cut off their Christmas tree? Back then, people wasted nothing. 
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The Bears and other the forest animals do not cut down trees for Christmas. They decorate a fir tree 
near their home. The Bears use the moonbeams that they got from the fairies to decorate a small tree 
near their house. Even in the daylight the moonbeams shine brightly. 
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Did you know the first Christmas lights on trees were candles? These candles were attached to the tree 
using wax or pins. The practice began in Germany during the 17th century. 


The Bears do not use Christmas ornaments on their tree but many people do. Glass ornaments were 
first made in Lauscha, Germany, by Hans Greiner in the late 1500s, He produced garlands of glass 
beads and tin figures that could be hung on trees. 


Finally, the Bears put the Christmas Star on top. 
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The other animals also decorate the trees in the forest with the moonbeams and stars too. During 
Christmas Month, if you walk through a forest on a moonlit night you can see the stars and 
moonbeams lighting the trees with a mystical glow. 
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In Lyon, France, there is a Festival of Lights which began in 1643. Lights brighten the city just like the 
moonbeams on the trees in the forest. Many other cities around the world hold a Festival of Lights 
celebration also. 


The animals put moonbeams in small jars made of ice. The jars light up the forest with a warm 
Christmasy glow. 
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Luminarias are similar to the moonbeam jars but are simply paper bags with candles inside. These are 
especially popular in the Southwestern United States. 
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The Bears use moonbeams to light up their house too. Mother Bear likes that kept simple also. 
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Thomas Edison displayed the first outdoor 
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Did you know that during the 1880 Christmas season 
electric Christmas lights outside his laboratory. It wasn 


t until 1890 that strings of lights were mass- 


' 


produced and department stores began using them in Christmas displays 


7 
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Slowly, as electric lights became more affordable people began decorating their houses with them. 
Today some houses have extravagant light displays to celebrate the Christmas season. What would 
Mother Bear think? 


The Bears set up their train set also. Brother and Sister Bear love the trains. Father Bear does too. 
Mother smiles because they are all happy. 


And every Christmas, people must untangle their Christmas lights. Too bad they don't have 
moonbeams for lights. Those are wireless. 
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Santa and Mrs. Claus decorate their tree, too. Their little fir tree looks beautiful. 
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Click on “Activities” to decorate a tree, connect lights, run a train set, and untangle lights. 
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